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BISHOP JOSEPH SIEGEL ELECTED DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATOR

 JOLIET, ILLINOIS   (December 3, 2010)  
Bishop Joseph M. Siegel, the Auxiliary Bishop of the Diocese of Joliet, has been named Administrator of the Diocese of Joliet-in-Illinois. He was elected by the College of Consultors on Friday afternoon, December 3, 2010. 
Church law requires that the group of priests appointed to the College of Consultors meet within eight days after a diocese becomes vacant through the death, resignation or transfer of the diocesan bishop to appoint a diocesan administrator. On September 16, 2010, Bishop J. Peter Sartain, who headed the Joliet diocese for more than four years, was appointed by Pope Benedict XVI to be the new shepherd of the Archdiocese of Seattle. He was installed as Archbishop on December 1, 2010 at St. James Cathedral in Seattle.

As Diocesan Administrator, Bishop Siegel has many of the powers and obligations of the diocesan bishop, but is more of a caretaker and cannot implement programs that would hamper the next bishop. As stated in the Code of Canon Law: “When the see is vacant nothing is to be innovated” (canon 428).  Bishop Siegel is responsible for the day-to-day operations of the diocese, and for maintaining the normal ministries and activities of the diocese until a new diocesan bishop is appointed and installed. 
Bishop Siegel commented: 

“I am honored and humbled that the College of Consultors has entrusted to me the responsibilities of Diocesan Administrator. The appointment of Bishop Sartain as Archbishop of Seattle was a great loss to our diocese. I am grateful that I had the opportunity to learn from him as we worked closely together over the last ten months. It is my prayer and hope that with the collaboration of our priests, deacons, religious and lay faithful, the Church of Joliet will continue to carry out the Lord’s work in our parishes, schools and institutions as we await the appointment a new Bishop.”

Bishop Siegel, 47, was named Auxiliary Bishop on October 28, 2009, and ordained January 19, 2010 at the Cathedral of St. Raymond Nonnatus, Joliet Illinois.  He was born in Joliet, Illinois, and was raised on a farm in Lockport Township. He was baptized at the Cathedral of St. Raymond and attended the parish grammar school. He attended St. Charles Borromeo High School Seminary in Romeoville from 1977-1980.  After graduating from St. Meinrad College Seminary,  he completed his seminary formation at the Pontifical North American College in Rome where he earned his Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology (STB) from the Pontifical Gregorian University in 1987, and continued his theological studies at the Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas.  He completed his Licentiate (STL) at the University of St. Mary of the Lake, Mundelein, Il.  He was ordained a priest on June 4, 1988 at the Cathedral of St. Raymond.
He was assigned as parochial vicar at the following parishes: St. Isidore, Bloomingdale; St. Mary Immaculate, Plainfield; St. Mary Nativity, Joliet; and the Cathedral of St. Raymond Nonnatus, Joliet. He served as pastor of Visitation Parish in Elmhurst from 2004 until June of this year. 

In addition to his parish ministry, Bishop Siegel has also served the diocese in many capacities. 
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