St. Patrick, Kankakee ~ A Viatorian Parish
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 5, 2021

Preparing the Way
Where there seems to be no way to end the conflict and violence in our time,
we pray that you would teach us, O Christ, to prepare the way.
Where we can see no way to provide for the needs of all people,
we pray that you would show us, O Christ, how to prepare the way.
Where we can find no way to work together for justice,
we pray that you would change us, O Christ, until we prepare the way.
Where we are unable to believe in a way to live simply, responsibly, and mindfully,
we pray that you would inspire us, O Christ, to a spirit of faith that prepares the way.
In a world where we are tempted to see so many of our challenges as dead-ends,
we pray for a new vision, a new heart, and a new commitment
to prepare the way for your reign, your grace, your shalom,
and for the liberation, justice, and peace that you bring.
Amen.
John van de Laar

“Prepare the way of the Lord!” shouted Isaiah.
Jerusalem is surrounded by desert,
and ancient roads quite easily became buried in sand.
When some great person was expected,
the roads had to be prepared.
The roads that need attention now are inner ones,
as we easily become spiritually lost, or filled with too much,
or too taken up with the wrong attachments.
Advent is the season for repairing the roads!

Liturgy Alive

Bulletin Sponsor of the Week

For Reflection …
⬧ Do you watch all year round for God’s
coming? ⬧ What are some of the ways that God
comes to you every day? ⬧ In what ways can you
watch and be ready for the Lord? ⬧ How will you
attend to, or increase, your spiritual practices
during this holy Season of Advent?

Thank you for your continued
and generous support!

Sunday Stewardship
Sunday, November 28, 2021
Envelopes - 62
Loose cash and checks
Online Giving - 14 families
Total collection
Amount needed each week
in order to have a balanced budget:

Please remember
the Food Pantry!
May God continue to bless
others through your generosity.
Be with them, Lord, and keep them safe!
Erik Schultz
Sean Contreras
Matthew Lanasa
Scott Riegel

FORMED has gathered some of the best
Catholic teaching videos, movies, books,
and audio talks - all in one place! You will
be surprised at the range of offerings! This is
a gift to you from the Parish!
FORMED
To sign up for FREE,
just visit this link:
https://stpatrickkankakee.formed.org.

Thanksgiving - 36 envelopes:
Cash:

$5,885.00
$ 212.00
$ 685.00
$6,782.00
$6,981.00
$1,275.00
$ 60.00
$1,335.00

If you find your
Envelope Number
somewhere in this Bulletin
and call the Rectory Office,
you will receive a little gift.

FORMED.org
Get INFORMED …
Get FORMED
for Advent and Christmas!
Check out the many Advent offerings!

Let us learn from the one
who was the forerunner of Jesus
the ability to bear witness to the Gospel with courage,
beyond our own differences,
while preserving the harmony and friendship
that form the basis of any credible proclamation of the faith.
Saint John the Baptist
knew how to draw people’s attention to the true God.
His example might be a source of encouragement for the faithful,
so that we may seek God’s friendship through prayer,
and our example might help bring God to men and women,
and men and women to God.

How are you doing with your Advent plan?
IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO START!

Pope Francis

Bishop Hicks’ Column
December 2021
Our Lady of Guadalupe
The Virgin Mary is known by many titles in the Catholic Church. They represent her
universal love and compassion to all her children. One of her beautiful and powerful titles
is Our Lady of Guadalupe. Some may assume that, because of this title, her appeal is limited
to only Mexicans, since she appeared to Saint Juan Diego at the hill of Tepeyac in Mexico
in December of 1531.
However, since her apparitions, she has converted millions of people worldwide to her son,
Jesus. For this reason, Saint John Paul II proclaimed that she is not only the queen of Mexico,
but formally declared her as the patroness of the Americas. In other words, as Pope Francis said,
“She shares all the joys and hopes, the sorrows and troubles of God’s People, which is made
up of men and women of every race and nation.”
As we are quickly approaching the quincentennial year of her appearances, her message
continues to be more relevant than ever for all people. In a world filled with division, violence,
murder, atheism, spiritual apathy, and distrust, Our Lady of Guadalupe urgently desires us
to know and love her son, Jesus. For it is through him that we find true unity, peace, and
salvation.
As a priest, I led many trips of parishioners to visit a home for orphaned and abandoned children
in Morelos, Mexico. As we toured the dormitories and classrooms, most would notice that there
was a picture, candle, or statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe in almost every room. I would share
with the group that Guadalupe had a special place in the hearts of these children because they
looked to her not only as the Mother of God, but also as their own mother. They took real
comfort in knowing that even though they were no longer with their biological parents, she is
their mother. Her presence beautifully reminds them that they are not alone or forgotten; instead,
they are loved. She shares with them, and us, the same powerful words that she shared with
St. Juan Diego, “Do not be afraid, am I not here, your Mother?”
As an added bonus to the trip to the orphanage, we would also spend a day in pilgrimage to
the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City. On most of our visits, we would
begin by exiting the bus and making a human chain, holding one another’s hands so that we
would not get separated in the vast crowds. My group would always be impressed with the
level of faith and devotion that they witnessed as many people approached their penitential
journey to Our Lady on their knees and in deep prayer. Once inside the basilica, we would
celebrate Mass and pray the rosary together in one of the many side chapels. No one ever
had a doubt that we were on holy ground.

After Mass and the purchase of some religious souvenirs and gifts, it would be time to
conclude our visit by walking behind the main altar and viewing up close the tilma of Saint
Juan Diego. It is the actual cloth that bears Our Lady of Guadalupe’s beautiful image. On
one of the visits, as we were walking back to our bus, a parishioner asked me, “Does the
real tilma from 1531 still exist?” I replied, “Yes! We just looked at it behind the altar!”
With shock and surprise, she raised her voice and exclaimed, “THAT was the real tilma?
It’s not a copy?” I assured her that it was the original, one, and only, tilma. With that,
she said, “I have to go back and see her again.” Without hesitation, the whole group
agreed to turn around and get another glimpse of the tilma bearing the image of the
patroness of the Americas, Our Lady of Guadalupe.
When we realize and are convinced that Mary, our Mother, is real, and she truly wants us
to know and love her son, then our hearts, on fire, are naturally drawn to her. We feel a
deep longing to see her, to talk with her , and to celebrate her.
This year, as we return to this special feast day on December 12, may Our Lady of
Guadalupe continue to draw all her children close to her and follow the Gospel of life and
light of her son, Jesus. Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe, pray for us.

Dear Friends,
Pope Francis often highlights the role
older adults play in conveying faith from
one generation to the next. In his
message for the First World Day for
Grandparents and the Elderly, which
was held in July, he noted, “there is no
retirement age from the work of proclaiming the Gospel.”
As we approach the annual Retirement Fund for Religious collection on the weekend of
December 11-12 – an appeal that benefits some 26,000 elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and
religious order priests – I am reminded that senior religious never retire from their vows.
Instead, the prayer and ministry of older religious are an ongoing witness to the Gospel. In their
younger years, they laid the foundation for Catholic schools, hospitals, and works of mercy.
Today, many serve in volunteer ministry. Others are frail and need assistance. Yet all remain
wholly committed to their vocations, accepting the limitations of aging and embracing the
opportunity to spend more time praying for our Church and our world.
Please support the retirement needs of our senior religious. And please join me in praying for
God’s continued blessing on our nation’s elderly sisters, brothers, and religious order priests.
Paz y bien,
Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks
Bishop of Joliet

The Giving Tree
How YOU can be a part
of this Annual Parish Project:
CHOOSE GIFT TAGS from the tree …
BUY THE GIFT CARDS listed on the tags …
RETURN THE GIFT CARDS as soon as possible …
but NO LATER than Sunday, December 12.
MANNA GIFT CARDS for Giving Tree gifts
will be available for sale in the back of the church after Masses on December 11 / 12.
All Gift Cards are appreciated, but especially Gift Cards from these stores:
Walmart … Meijer … Target … Envelope Number 105 … Circle K Gas cards.
All donations must be returned to church by December 12 so that we may get them distributed
and these families may shop before Christmas. Again this year, several of the families we are
helping are Veteran’s families. You may leave your donation in an envelope marked “GIVING
TREE” and deposit the envelope in the donation box at Mass. You may also drop your donations
of cash or gift cards off at the parish office or mail them to St. Patrick Church, 428 South
Indiana Ave., Kankakee, IL 60901. Remember, gift cards will also be sold after all the Masses
on December 11 and 12, and at the parish office during the week.
Let’s all work together to serve some of the neediest members of our community!
Ladies of our parish are invited to attend
"Joy in January" sponsored by the
Kankakee C.C.W. Deanery
on Saturday, January 8, 2022.
This annual event will be held
at the Kankakee Country Club.
Registration begins at 11:00,
with luncheon served at 12:00.
Menu is Chicken Picatta,
mashed potatoes, corn soufflé,
house salad, roll/butter, tea or coffee.
The Deanery will provide desserts.
Cost is $30.00 per person.
Paid Reservations must be received
at the Parish Office by December 9th.
Checks should be made payable
to Saint Patrick C.C.W.

ST. PATRICK CHURCH, 428 SOUTH INDIANA AVENUE, KANKAKEE, IL. (815) 932-6716.
Liturgical Ministers Schedule. Please arrange for a substitute if needed.
DECEMBER 11 / 12
LECTORS
EUCHARISTIC
MINISTERS
This Week:
WEEKDAY LECTOR

4:00 P.M.
E. Capriotti
J. Todnem
M. Spilsbury

7:00 A.M.
D. Berg
B. Grasser

10:00 A.M.
M. O’Brien
J. Yohnka
C. Antognoli

7:15 a.m.
K. Yohnka

Please pray for the sick and the dying, and for all those who mourn the loss of a loved one.
Also, let us remember in prayer the homebound,
those in nursing homes or hospitals, and those who have asked for our prayers!

Prayer Line … Call (815) 933-6877
MASS INTENTIONS
Monday, December 6 St. Nicholas
7:15 Joe & Kay Serafini
Tuesday, December 7 St. Ambrose
7:15 Dorothy Sobol (Ann.)
Wednesday, December 8
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
Masses at 7:15 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
are offered for our living and deceased
Parishioners and Benefactors.
Thursday, December 9 St. Juan Diego
9:00 Elaine Ziemer
Friday, December 10 Our Lady of Loreto
7:15 Bonita Chinski
Saturday, December 11
4:00 Ashur Toma / Norman May (Ann.) /
Miguel Cintora / Angelica Mendez
Sunday, December 12
Third Sunday of Advent
7:00 William R. Smith (Birth. Ann.)
10:00 Patrick O’Brien / Mose Arseneau /
Antoinette Landeck / Tony Lambert
MEMORIAL CANDLES
The Blessed Sacrament Candle
burns in memory of Jack Purcell.
The Holy Family Candle
burns for the Special Intentions
of Jackie O’Connor and Family.

In the Wilderness
Lord, we remember a time when we were in the
wilderness: perhaps family relationships were at
their lowest level … we had trouble responding to
Jesus and the poor … at work everything seemed
to be going wrong … violence and crime ruled in
the country … our prayer life was as dry as dust.
Yet within that very wilderness there was a voice
within us, crying out that things would turn out
right. We felt so sure of this that, even in the midst
of all that desolation, we prepared a way for your
coming and made the paths straight so that we
would be there to welcome you.
We saw some deep valleys and wondered how we
would ever get across them, but we knew that
every one of them would be filled in. There were
high mountains before us; they would all be laid
low. The road was winding, so that every time we
turned a corner another one appeared … but it
would be straightened. As for the rough roads that
had our feet sore and bleeding, they would become
smooth as glass.
We knew for sure that we would experience your
salvation. And we thank you, Lord. Amen.
Michel DeVerteuil

Rigo’s Place
ppen…
164 N. Schuyler
Kankakee, Illinois
815-802-1200
Lunch • Dinner • Catering
HOME

Let’s
Make ItIt Happen…
Happen…
Let’s Make

Keeping Your F inancial Future Afloat

PeoplesBankDirect.com
PeoplesBankDirect.com
PeoplesBankDirect.com
936-7600
(815) 936-7600
936-7600
(815)

BVM, Bourbonnais,
Bourbonnais,Illinois
Illinois
REPAIR Maternity BVM,
Direct.com
& SERVICES
Offered By Hemza Enterprises
600
(815) 933-5202
3rd Generation of Master Carpentry & Remodeling

St. Rose Parishioner - ask for Richard Sr.
815-935-8897 • Cell 815-383-3243

Maternity BVM, Bourbonnais, Illinois

Deland J. Burns, MD
Steven J. Burns, MD

Painting &
Richard S. Nicklas
Decorating, Inc.
ais,
Illinois
TATRO
Jason C. Smith • Cell: 815-370-9096
Wallpapering • Drywall • Taping
P.O. Box 432 – Clifton, IL 60927
Fax 815-918-5094
tatropainting@gmail.com Insured

Rivers Area

Credit Union

D.D.S. - General Dentistry
497 S. Wall Street
Kankakee, IL 60901
(815) 932-6251

Clancy-Gernon
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Kankakee • Bourbonnais • Manteno • St. Anne

815.932.1214

JOIN TODAY

All people living in or working in

Kankakee, Will &
Iroquois Counties

can now join our credit union!

2 Rivers Area Credit Union
296 W. Jeffery St.
Kankakee, Illinois 60901
815-935-2270
www.2riversacu.com
BILINGUAL SERVICES AVAILABLE

Rivers Area

Credit Union

Keeping Your F inancial Future Afloat

TEAR OFFS • REROOFS
RESIDENTIAL ROOFING SPECIALIST
100% FINANCING AVAILABLE
Low Monthly Payment – Free Estimates
Licensed • Insured • Bonded

(815) 932-5259

Rectory Offices.......... (815) 932-6716 fax (815) 932-2585
Parish E-mail...............................stpatskan@ameritech.net
Parish Website................................stpatrickkankakee.com
CLERICS OF ST. VIATOR
Pastor.......................................... Fr. John N. Peeters, CSV
In Residence............................. Fr. Richard J. Pighini, CSV
Fr. Donald R. Wehnert, CSV
Fr. Patrick W. Render, CSV
CONGREGATION OF NOTRE DAME
Adult Ed. / Faith Formation........... Sr. Theresa Galvan, CND
Administrative Assistant............................... Denise Schiel
Business Manager............................................. Linda Born
Pastoral Associate.....................................Marilyn Mulcahy
Director of Music .......................................Amy Schneider
Youth Ministers.................................Ken & Michelle Barrie
(815) 427-8130
Director of Religious Education......................Eileen Kregor
(815) 932-6716

MASS SCHEDULE
Daily.
.
...................................................................7:15
a.m.
All Saints Cemetery
Saturday.............................................................. 4:00 p.m.
Mt. Calvary Cemetery
Sunday........................................ 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
Maternity BVM Cemetery
www.haynesconstructiononline.com

Mausoleum Crypts
Ground Burial
Cremation Niches
Memorials

Catholic, Convenient &
Caring

815-933-2342

Pierce-Pristach-Lemenager

Appointments.......... Please call to schedule appointments.
Reconciliation..........................Saturdays 3:00 – 3:30 p.m.
and by appointment.
Baptism........................................Parent Session required.
Please call for an appointment.
Marriage........................Appointment should made at least
six months prior to desired date of wedding.

Insurance Agency
588 E. Court St. - Kankakee
(815) 932-7443
Fax: (815) 932-7256

www.adcraftprinters.com

ADVANTAGE COPIER

815-933-5597 Air Conditioning Sales & Service
Sell & Service: Copiers, Faxes, & Printers 575 W. Seneca Ave., Kankakee
Tom Clocksin • Kevin Clocksin
www.holohanheating.com
Visit Our Copy Center
(815) 932-7711
401 S. Dearborn Ave., Kankakee, IL

When you buy from a mom or pop
business, you are not helping a
CEO buy a third vacation home
You are helping a little girl get dance
lessons, a little boy get his team
jersey, a mom or dad put food on
the table, a family pay a mortgage,
or a student pay for college.
OUR CUSTOMERS ARE OUR SHAREHOLDERS, AND THEY
ARE THE ONE THAT WE STRIVE TO MAKE HAPPY.
Thank you for supporting the little man!

YOUR FRIENDS FROM ADCRAFT PRINTERS

This Space
Available
Call 815-932-6432

1355 W. Jeffery • Kankakee, IL

KEEP IT LOCAL!

Why shop out of town?
Patronizing local businesses
benefits the entire community.

JOE’S AUTOMOTIVE

Big & Small We Do Them All!
560 S. Washington Ave.
Kankakee, IL 60901

815-937-9281

Make your ad stand
out with color!

Full color ads are now available

Call 815-932-6432 for more information!

www.storloc.com • 800-786-7562

This Space
Available
Call 815-932-6432

