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March 14, 2021

Daytime Lives and Nighttime Lives
Nicodemus came to Jesus by night.
I wonder if that’s not true for all of us.
Some have said that Nicodemus was hiding in the darkness.
He was embarrassed and scared.
He didn’t want to be seen or caught.
Others have said that his faith was superficial.
A few have even said that it was just a matter of scheduling
and that night was the only time
when Nicodemus and Jesus could get together.
I don’t think that it is any of those.
I think there is much more to it than that.
Coming to Jesus by night is not a statement about the time,
about Nicodemus’ motive, or about his faith.
It is, rather, a description of Nicodemus and his life,

a description that probably fits all of us at one time or another.
Coming by night is the recognition that there exist
a daytime Nicodemus and a nighttime Nicodemus,
just as there is a daytime you and a nighttime you.
By day, Nicodemus knows who he is.
He has an identity. He is a Pharisee.
He has a role and a reputation as a leader of the Jews.
He knows the law and he applies it.
People listen to him and follow him.
He has a particular place.
He has security and power.
By night, however, Nicodemus is lost and confused.
He cannot see or understand.
Nothing makes sense. He’s in the dark, as we say.
We live daytime lives and we live nighttime lives.
By day all is well. By night all is hidden.
The night is a time of vulnerability, questions, and wrestling with life.
Most of us do whatever we can to avoid or to get out of the darkness.
Nighttime living isn’t much fun. It is, however, necessary.
It is why this season of Lent focuses on letting go instead of possessing,
on hunger instead of fullness, on self-denial instead of self-satisfaction,
on change instead of the status quo,
on self-examination instead of blissful ignorance,
and on darkness rather than light.
Lent is our reminder that the nighttime of life,
no matter how dark or dreary it might appear,
is always filled with the promise of new life,
full life, abundant life, God’s own life –
what Jesus calls eternal life.
Christ died to give us a life
that we could never create for ourselves.
( Michael K. Marsh )

____________________________________________________________________________________________

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus continues his little talk with Nicodemus, who has come, during
the dark of night, to hear from Jesus about eternal life and, even more, just about Jesus. He
gives Nicodemus quite a lengthy earful in today’s Gospel.
Jesus first asks his listener to recall how Moses, the great Jewish leader, saved his people by
raising the image of a serpent and all who looked upon it were healed. Using this historical
reference, Jesus indicates that he, too, will be lifted up (on the cross) to heal all those who
look upon him with the eyes of faith. This seeing/believing in him who has been sent will
lead to eternal life. God has sent the Son for the very purpose of building a “home” wherein
God will be with them. Jesus has come to be the New Temple and to remain with us.
A strong theme of Saint John’s Gospel is that of Jesus being the “light.” Bad things happen in
this Gospel at night or in the “darkness.” Remember, Nicodemus has come to visit with Jesus
by night. Saint John uses this symbol to present Jesus as the one who has come into the
darkness of the world to illumine to the world how beloved are all. There are those who
choose darkness and so remain unaware of their being so loved. These choose the works
appropriate to darkness. The real evil is that those who choose darkness choose the evil of
not knowing, accepting, and living their truth as loved and saved in Christ.
The result of this Gospel is that those who know who they are in the light of Christ will more
clearly desire their identities to be shown in the works of “light” that they live. The converse
is true as well. If we do not know, or if we refuse to accept, who we are, then that personal
darkness will play hide-and-seek with their lives. They will seek hiding and secretly hope
that their selfishness never is exposed.
I embarrassingly remember the seven-year-old lad who snatched an orange at his local
grocery store, put it in his left hand, tucked it behind his back, and walked slinkingly
towards the in-door. It is very difficult to open the in-door with one hand occupied in a deed
of darkness.
The owner came and asked kindly why I wasn’t going out via the out-door, which he knew
would involve going through the check-out line. He knew what I was trying to do and he
told me it was easier to open a door with two hands. I told him that I would go out through
the other door and so, slinkingly, I walked back past the oranges and slyly deposited the
fatal fruit back in its box. Obviously, I assumed that the owner didn’t see me do that.
I, lightened of the orange and lightened of spirit, walked out into the light of Vilet Street, a
little wiser for having dabbled in darkness. Would that I had learned that lesson once and
for all time.
It is a gracious comfort to know that, like Nicodemus, we also can come to Jesus out of our
darkness; and, because Jesus is the Light of Love, we can look upon him lifted up on the
cross and walk out of the darkness into the light of our Vilet Streets.

Recently, our little house here in North Omaha was invaded by mice! Yup, when we took the
container of dog food up from the basement, the mice, who had been cheating the dog a little
bit, bravely followed the nourishing bag. We know that mice must have been along with
Noah and have followed the scriptural mandate to multiply. We have taken steps for their
learning division and subtraction. We are winning.
Our Lenten reflection sponsored by the mice is that getting to the roots, the source, the
nourishing bag, down deep in our personal basements, will eventually result in getting rid
of our personal spiritual mice, which do cause us ultimate discomfort and messes all around.
The prophets like Jeremiah and Jesus himself are not setting traps in our readings today,
but are offering us freedom from the darknesses of our very own basements.
“Those who live the truth come to the light,
so that their works may be clearly seen as done in God.”
( Father Larry Gillick, S.J. )
____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION
Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As we are celebrating Laetare Sunday today on this Fourth Sunday of Lent (March 14), our
diocese is taking up the Catholic Relief Services Collection. Your support of this collection
serves Jesus in the guise of the poor and vulnerable in some of the most marginalized
communities in our world.
Catholic Relief Services was founded in 1943 by the Catholic Bishops of the United States to
serve World War II survivors in Europe. Since then, with the generous support of our
parishioners, CRS has expanded and served over 130 million people in more than 100
countries across five continents. It is the official international humanitarian agency of the
Church in the United States.
This past year, during the global pandemic, CRS is responding in the world’s most
vulnerable communities – distributing soap, hygiene kits, and personal protection
equipment; sharing prevention messages that help minimize risk; and ensuring access in
these communities to food and clean water.
For over 75 years, their mission has been to assist impoverished and disadvantaged people
overseas, working in the spirit of Catholic social teaching to promote the sacredness of
human life and the dignity of the human person. They serve people based solely on need,
regardless of their race, religion, or ethnicity. Within the United States, CRS engages
Catholics to live their faith in solidarity with the poor and suffering people of the world.
Your support of this collection makes a difference for so many around the globe. To learn
more about the collection and the people who benefit, please visit www.usccb.org/catholicrelief.
Diocese of Joliet parishioners who wish to support this great work can do so either by giving
at their parish on this March 14th weekend, donating your spare change to one of the many
“rice bowl” boxes circulating in our diocese, or by giving online.
Paz y bien,
Most Reverend Ronald A. Hicks
Bishop of Joliet
____________________________________________________________________________________________

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, March 13, 4:00 P.M.
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Berdell O’Connor
Sunday, March 14, 7:00 A.M.
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Marvin Stanley
Sunday, March 14, 10:00 A.M.
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Patrick and Emily McNeely
Joanne Dressler
Steve Schmidt
Phillip Hodak
Tuesday, March 16, 7:15 A.M.
The Feast of Saint Patrick
Rita DesMarteau
Thursday, March 18, 7:15 A.M.
The Feast of Saint Joseph
Don Betourne
Saturday, March 20, 4:00 P.M.
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Berdell O’Connor
Sunday, March 21, 7:00 A.M.
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Carole Ritchey
Sunday, March 21, 10:00 A.M.
Fifth Sunday of Lent
Steven J. Picucci
Bonita Chinski
Jean Lindsey

MEMORIAL CANDLES
The Blessed Sacrament Candle
burns in memory of
Len Mulcahy
The Holy Family Candle
burns in memory of
Bonita Chinski
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Prayer Line . . . Call (815) 933-6877
____________________________________________________________________________________________

SUNDAY STEWARDSHIP
Sunday, March 7, 2021
Envelopes (66) = $5,010.00
Loose cash and checks = $120.60
A.C.H. Giving (9 families) = $958.00
Online Giving (12 families) = $440.00
Total Collection = $6,528.00
Amount needed each week to have a balanced budget = $7,673.00

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Shining the Light of Christ
through the
2021 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal
Saturday and Sunday, February 13th and 14th, constituted Commitment Weekend for the
2021 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA). As mentioned earlier, the opening report
for the 2021 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA) has been delivered directly by email to your inbox. In that opening report, you can read how the 30 ministries supported
through our Annual Appeal truly illustrate this year’s theme of Shining the Light of Christ,
serve our most vulnerable brothers and sisters, support seminarians and school children,
and assist parishes, including ours.
Our parish’s goal for the 2021 CMAA is $33,800.00, with 70 percent of any amount that we
raise over that goal being returned to us for our use. Last month, the Diocese of Joliet mailed
a packet about the CMAA, including a pledge card, to all registered parishioners. Late last
month, Father John sent all Saint Patrick parishioners additional information. Please
prayerfully reflect on your gift to this year’s CMAA and return your pledge card or envelope,
make a gift online at jolietdioceseappeal.org, or text DONATE to (815) 205-1949. Thank
you, in advance, for considering your most generous pledge possible to the 2021 Catholic
Ministries Annual Appeal.
On Annual Appeal Weekend, because of bad weather,
many parishioners were not able to come to Mass
and listen to the homily that was delivered
by Bishop Ronald A. Hicks.
Those who wish to see and listen to that homily
and to hear our Bishop’s very own words
about this year’s Annual Appeal
are invited to click on this link:
https://jolietdioceseappeal.org

____________________________________________________________________________________________

2021 HALF-PADDY FESTIVAL
September 10-11
As the Feast of Saint Patrick draws near,
our thoughts turn towards the future
and important dates in six months.
As the Parish begins organizing
for the Half-Paddy Festival
and for the Blue Mass,
which this year will be celebrated
on the twentieth anniversary
of September 11, 2001,
we are looking for parishioners
(couples or individuals)
who would like to offer their availability
to serve as general chairs or co-chairs,
as well as committee members,
for the September events.
If you are interested in volunteering
or would like additional information,
please contact the Parish Office
and get in touch with
Father John.

____________________________________________________________________________________________

PARISH NEWS OF INTEREST AND IMPORTANCE
By way of reminder, I will mention again that those wishing to attend Mass on Tuesday
morning and Thursday morning do not need reservations. Those planning to attend
Saturday evening and Sunday morning Masses, however, will need reservations. Very
simply stated, Weekend Mass Reservations can be made, beginning after 9:00 A.M. on
Monday
morning,
by
accessing
our
on-line
Mass
Reservations
site
at https://bit.ly/StPatrickChurch or our telephone site at 815-932-6716, Ext. 999.
Reservations for Saturday and Sunday Masses officially close at noon time on the previous
Friday.

For the foreseeable future,
the church doors will be opened
twenty minutes before Mass begins.
For the Saturday 4:00 Mass, doors will open at 3:40 P.M.
For the Sunday 7:00 Mass, doors will open at 6:40 A.M.
For the Sunday 10:00 Mass, doors will open at 9:40 A.M.
For Weekday 7:15 Mass, doors will open at 6:55 A.M.
Effective as of November 14th
and continuing for the foreseeable future,
we will be using the church’s Northwest Door
to enter for all the Weekend and Weekday Masses.
The Parish Re-Opening Team
is always ready to welcome
additional parishioners
who wish to serve as
Greeters / Ushers
Sanitizers.
To volunteer your services,
please get in touch with
the Parish Office.
Thank you.

Father John
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Beginning Monday, March 29th, at 9:00 A.M.,
you may start making Reservations
for Holy Week and Easter:
Holy Thursday - Mass of the Last Supper - 7:00 P.M.
Good Friday - Liturgy of the Passion - 3:00 P.M.
Good Friday - Stations of the Cross - 7:00 P.M.
Holy Saturday - The Easter Vigil - 8:00 P.M.
Easter Sunday - Mass - 7:00 A.M.
Easter Sunday - Mass - 10:00 A.M.

Upcoming Spirituality Programs sponsored by the
Servants of the Holy Heart of Mary

Covenant in the Time of Covid
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Saturday, March 13, 9:30 A.M.
Monday, March 15, 6:30 P.M.
Lent Gospel Film Series
Sunday, March 14
3:00 - 6:00 P.M.
Nourish for Caregivers
Monday, March 22
1:00 P.M.

For more information and to register, call:
Susan Amann at 815-348-9871 - or - Ruth Barber at 815-405-4553

_______________________________________________________

A complete listing of all the on-line programming
sponsored by the Servants of the Holy Heart of Mary
can be accessed via their website at:
Servants of the Holy Heart of Mary

____________________________________________________________________________________________

SAINT ROSE OF LIMA CHAPEL
Eucharistic Adoration
Every Wednesday
1:00 - 2:00 P.M.
via Facebook
and
3:00 - 5:00 P.M.
Live Adoration
Next Monthly Mass
Friday, Mar. 26
6:00 P.M.
Mass Reservations are required.
Please call 815-573-5455
and leave your name,
number in your party,
and phone number.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Attached to this Sunday’s Bulletin
you will find two “flyers”:
Let the Shenanigans Begin
Knights of Columbus
Sunday, March 14
Wednesday, March 17
Illinois Right-to-Life Organization
Fifty-Second Annual Banquet
April the 30th
Parents Just Don't Understand: The Musical
Available On Demand Starting
Friday, March 19 @ 7 p.m. through
Sunday March 21 @ Midnight

